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ARTIST FEATURE presented by 

Ashley Ewing: Texas’ Next Big Thing in Country Music? 
Somewhere between the neon-lit honky-tonks of Texas and the streaming playlists of 
a generation raised on genre-blurring sounds, Ashley Ewing is carving out her own 
space. She’s got the soul of a storyteller, the chops of a road-seasoned musician, and 
a voice that carries the dust and dreams of the Lone Star State. Hailing from the 
Dallas area, Ewing isn’t just playing country—she’s bending it, twisting it, and making 
it her own. 
And now, the industry is paying attention. 

Riding the Texas Wave 

In 2025, Ashley Ewing found herself in the conversation for one of Texas’ most 
buzzed-about accolades—nominated for Emerging Female Artist of the Year at the Texas 
Music Chart Awards. The first round of voting wrapped on February 1st, and if you follow 
Ewing on social media, you know she was all in, rallying fans and making sure her voice, 
and their votes, were heard. 

The nomination isn’t just a line on a résumé—it’s a testament to the slow-burn rise of an 
artist whose music speaks louder than industry politics. Ewing is living proof that Texas 
country still belongs to the ones who play their hearts out and mean every damn word.
  --- Continued on Page 4 

Ashley Ewing 

Written by Brian Sprague 
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Continued from Page 3 ----- 

The Sound of Something New 

Her self-titled EP is out now, spinning on every streaming platform that 
matters, a collection of songs that drift effortlessly between classic country 
storytelling and something a little less predictable. One track in particular, 
Promises and Mistakes, has been catching ears—probably because it pairs 
Ewing with Blane Howard, whose own brand of country has been making 
waves. Together, they’ve crafted something raw, real, and undeniably Texas. 

But Ashley Ewing isn’t just a studio artist—she thrives where country music lives 
and breathes: on stage. Whether it’s a beer-soaked barroom or a festival field 
under the wide Texas sky, Ewing delivers. Her performances aren’t just sets; 
they’re experiences. She’s got that intangible something—call it presence, call 
it authenticity, call it the thing that separates the stars from the hopefuls. 

More Than a Moment—A Movement 

Ewing’s ascent isn’t some overnight TikTok miracle. It’s been built on sweat, 
songcraft, and an unwavering belief in the music she’s making. The Texas 
music scene has taken notice, and this nomination? It’s just the beginning. 

For those who want in on the ride, Ashley Ewing is easy to find. Her official 
website has the goods—tour dates, new releases, all of it. Social media? Yeah, 
she’s there, keeping fans in the loop on Facebook and Instagram. And if you 
want to hear what all the buzz is about, YouTube has the proof. 

One thing’s for sure: Ashley Ewing isn’t waiting for permission. She’s already 
moving, already making her mark. And if the Texas country scene is paying 
attention now, it won’t be long before the rest of the world does too. 
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2 1 RECKLESS KELLY WHAT'S LEFT OF MY HEART 5087 4940 255 202

4 2 MIKE RYAN GET AWAY WITH ANYTHING 4063 3516 209 184

1 3 CLAY HOLLIS & JESSE RAUB, JR. BEER'S BETTER ON A BOAT 4019 3432 193 209

3 4 HAYDEN HADDOCK FRONT PORCH IN THE RAIN 3595 4401 195 188

5 5 DAVID ADAM BYRNES MORE AFRAID OF LIVING 3321 3413 177 172

8 6 GREAT DIVIDE, THE WRONG IS OVERRATED 3266 3112 173 172

6 7 JAMES ROBERT WEBB RIDE OR DIE 3230 3218 175 170

7 8 KYLE PARK HILL COUNTRY HOME 3218 3207 175 175

9 9 JON STORK NEVER SEEN 3067 2936 152 144

13 10 FLATLAND CAVALRY LUBBOCK 2996 2508 156 139

11 11 AARON WATSON BUY THE WORLD A ROUND 2805 2610 151 143

10 12 JAKE BUSH HER WAY AIN'T THE HIGHWAY 2684 2733 142 139

12 13 RYDER GRIMES ONE MORE FOR THE RIDE 2545 2513 133 130

14 14 BILLIE JO JONES WHOSE TEQUILA ARE YOU DRINKIN' 2442 2418 144 147

16 15 WILLIAM BECKMANN BORDERLINE CRAZY 2392 2229 145 138

17 16 KELLER COX GOOD AGAIN, AMEN 2287 2196 136 133

23 17 GRANT GILBERT WEST OF FORT WORTH 2287 1901 116 99

21 18 AMANDA KATE FERRIS ROPE THE WIND 2202 2051 118 73

19 19 CASE HARDIN ARE YOU WITH ME 2201 2149 124 117

18 20 BART CROW STAINED YOUR CROWN 2187 2186 133 129

20 21 LOWDOWN DRIFTERS, THE IN TIME 2162 2120 117 108

41 22 BRIAN MARS SHE GOES GOOD WITH TEQUILA 2145 1085 111 76

22 23 JOSH WARD SAME OL' COWBOY, DIFFERENT RODEO 2008 1957 116 124

25 24 KAITLYN KOHLER FT. JAMIE RICHARDS THIS COULD BE LOVE 1805 1824 101 100

26 25 JENNA PAULETTE RUN THE DAMN BALL 1803 1768 133 134

27 26 WILDER BLUE, THE PASS IT ON DOWN 1717 1698 121 117

15 27 WADE BOWEN FRIDAY NIGHT 1677 2330 80 101

24 28 SARAH HOBBS DELTA DAWN 1619 1888 99 104

29 29 HUDSON WESTBROOK 5 TO 9 1557 1501 125 111

45 30 MAL SMITH & THE SINNERS CHOIR JUST KIDS 1354 968 73 70

32 31 BRANDI BEHLEN AUSTIN ANYMORE 1345 1295 82 78

28 32 MARK POWELL & RICO GONZALEZ IN-LAW FAMILIA 1290 1610 82 91

33 33 CHUCK WIMER DON'T ASK ME TO DANCE 1276 1261 74 84

36 34 CYNTHIA RAUSCH COMING HOME 1261 1235 82 82

145 35 JESSE RAUB JR. WHAT I CAME TO DO 1238 222 70 21

37 36 FINIS SMITH YOU'RE ONLY LONELY 1233 1217 78 74

31 37 CHASE RICE HEY GOD, IT'S ME AGAIN 1214 1387 95 98

56 38 TORI MARTIN ABILENE 1204 803 86 59

60 39 JASON BOLAND & THE STRAGGLERS DRIVE 1154 760 114 65

40 40 BRITT HOFFMAN FT. JERROD MEDULLA CALM AFTER THE STORM 1127 1130 89 89

52 41 GABE CHOATE LOOK AT THE MESS 1115 856 89 62

31 42 49 WINCHESTER MAKE IT COUNT 1062 1348 64 70

42 42 TY SMITH & THE MINOR OFFENSES FT. KC JOHNS LOST & FOUND 1062 1067 79 73
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34 43 BUBBA WESTLY FEELS SO GOOD 1059 1247 68 67

54 44 CALAMITY JANES, THE ROLLIN' ON 1056 823 55 22

85 45 HOLLY TUCKER TRAILERPARKIN' 1017 507 94 43

86 46 RUSTIC ROSE IT AIN'T EASY 1016 502 60 37

51 47 ASHLEY EWING 321 985 861 70 56

44 48 JENNI DALE LORD BAND DINNER AND A HEARTBREAK 984 1033 61 59

46 49 BRODIE LANE FT. VALLEJO RIGHT HERE WITH YOU 983 938 35 51

49 50 LARISSA BOYD NO ONE ELSE TO LOSE 962 872 67 58

88 51 CODY JINKS THE WORKING MAN 918 491 84 58

55 52 BEN MCPEAK PUT IT IN REVERSE 914 807 71 65

61 53 CALEB YOUNG BUCKLE OR THE BRIDE 913 740 70 60

38 54 KENDALL SHAFFER BEER I COME, BEER I GO 909 1173 60 77

47 55 MATT CASTILLO PAIN AND SORROW 900 935 50 52

53 56 JORDAN RAINER KEEP WALKIN' 887 850 31 31

72 57 SEPTEMBER MOON BRIDGE TO BURN 886 642 63 53

68 58 MEGAN URBY WHERE DO I BELONG? 883 706 66 63

48 59 ISAAC JACOB BAND 1,000 MILES 879 908 49 49

64 60 MADAM RADAR JUST LET GO 824 715 61 46

65 61 JOHN SWAT SWANTNER COWGIRL 812 715 44 41

58 62 DUSTY MOATS SHE COMES TO ME 779 767 55 52

69 63 ALLIE RAE CINDERELLA FOR A NIGHT 775 694 51 25

66 64 SUNNY SAUCEDA HOT SAUCE 754 712 38 38

50 65 JARED DECK THE AMERICAN DREAM 741 865 60 68

96 66 JESSIE BLAKE GHOSTS AND ANGELS 731 465 32 22

63 67 THOMAS MICHAEL RILEY COPPERHEAD WATCH 725 721 48 50

39 68 RANDALL KING I COULD BE THAT RAIN 719 1153 59 75

94 69 TRISTAN ROBERSON SOMEWHERE IN TEXAS 719 469 65 50

NEW 70 GHOSTS OF HILL COUNTY HOME FOR A HOTEL 698 0 44 0

82 71 VINNY TOVAR GATOR BOOTS 693 509 36 37

111 72 MICK CRUZ WAITIN' TO DANCE 670 372 34 26

70 73 TYLER HALVERSON BEATIN' AROUND THE BAR 669 658 54 53

71 74 MARCY GRACE HEAVEN'S TO BETSY 643 656 20 54

105 75 DAVID LEWIS AIN'T GONNA CHANGE ME 640 405 53 36

242 76 BRI BAGWELL DON'T TELL DADDY 636 55 31 6

35 77 GHOSTS OF HILL COUNTY GOOD OL' BOYS 612 1247 56 99

81 78 SUL ROSS WEATHER MAN 600 528 39 37

77 79 PAT DALTON AMICO 8 SECONDS FROM NOW 587 582 47 42

79 80 HATTONS, THE HELL OR HIGH WATER 580 542 52 50

NEW 81 JASON KYLE WICKENS LETTER TO ME 580 0 31 0

74 82 MICK CRUZ ALL OF YOU 578 626 40 41

204 83 BROKEN ARROW YOU DIDN'T HEAR IT FROM ME 576 87 44 10

84 84 KYLE RICHARDSON RYALS ROAD 574 508 36 30

103 85 MACKYNSIE McKEDY HARPER VALLEY PTA 562 413 35 24
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76 86 DAVE PEREZ ANOTHER SILENT NIGHT 548 585 27 28

107 87 JUNIOR GORDON GRAVES INTO GARDENS 544 397 39 28

62 88 JAMES LANN I DON'T APOLOGIZE 544 734 49 61

102 89 JESSEE LEE THINKIN' BOUT YOU TONIGHT 525 419 38 33

89 90 CHASER CROUCH JUST A DREAM AWAY 511 486 44 41

98 91 UNCLE RYANO WAYLON 4 CASH 510 436 42 27

133 92 DREW COOPER COMING DOWN THE MOUNTAIN 509 283 28 27

101 93 BRI BAGWELL & TIMBER WILDE AIN'T THAT LOVE 508 425 28 24

78 94 MATT HILLYER IF I DIDN'T HAVE YOU 508 560 46 47

93 95 DREW MORELAND HIGHWAY THROUGH THIS TOWN 503 473 37 34

NEW 96 DERRYL PERRY DESPERADA 495 0 34 0

213 97 NATHANIEL RATELIFF & THE NIGHT SWEATS TIME MAKES FOOLS OF US ALL 478 81 26 7

92 98 WHITEY MORGAN & THE 78'S LET ME ROLL 466 477 38 37

136 99 MACKYNSIE MCKEDY FT. BRANDON RYLE ONE MORE DANCE 460 266 20 13

95 100 JASON ALLEN COWBOY CRAZY 459 466 27 30

87 101 JAY ERIC WHERE SHE AIN'T 454 494 20 24

97 102 JACOB RYAN MARSHALL TOO LOW DOWN TO MEASURE 450 444 32 29

99 103 GREG STRAWN OLD GUITAR 441 428 27 25

90 104 BILLY STRINGS GILD THE LILY 419 482 51 49

57 105 COLBY LEE SWIFT CHASER 409 788 25 50

113 106 PAYTON RILEY THESE BOOTS 408 363 43 41

NEW 107 APRIL N SMITH BROKE MY ROSE COLORED GLASES 404 0 22 0

110 108 BELLAMY BROTHERS, THE CRAWL IN A HOLE 397 390 22 21

109 109 GABE CHOATE WISH I WOULD'VE KNOWN 390 394 42 43

106 110 WYATT FLORES DON'T WANNA SAY GOODNIGHT 382 400 46 47

80 111 JOEY GREEN & PAYTON HOWIE HOLD YOU TO IT 382 538 43 36

248 112 JESSE JENNINGS FT. DAVE PEREZ DIVING IN 382 53 24 5

73 113 JASON GROVE SHE HAD ME AT HAGGARD 380 631 24 43

59 114 DONICE MORACE WORKING ON ME 376 761 33 52

104 115 AARON WATSON HIT THE HAY RUNNIN' 373 409 44 42

83 116 MATTHEW RYAN BAND TWO-STEP ON MY HEART 372 508 28 31

153 117 JARED DECK TWO OF A KIND 370 200 18 12

176 118 JASON ISBELL BURY ME 353 128 44 27

114 119 DEVIL MAKES THREE, THE SPIRITS 349 350 38 36

167 120 DANIEL JOHNSON SOME HORSES 341 152 37 10

119 121 WAXAHATCHEE MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 332 333 45 41

148 122 STATESBORO REVUE, THE THAT'S WHY WE'RE LEAVIN' 330 285 23 22

117 123 JAMES HOLLINGSWORTH COUNTRY MUSIC IN MY VEINS 324 345 26 42

116 124 HEAD AND THE HEART, THE ARROW 319 348 29 35

118 125 JASON KYLE WICKENS FOGGY HEADED MORNING 307 336 30 32

122 126 KELLY KENNING THE BEER'S WHY WE'RE HERE 305 325 14 22

112 127 FAMILY GATHERING, THE WHEN TOMMY COMES TO TOWN 305 366 18 29

120 128 RED CLAY STRAYS, THE I'M STILL FINE 303 330 30 31
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139 129 DREW & ELLIE HOLCOMB MEMORY BANK 303 253 28 27

67 130 STEVE ANTHONY DOWN IN TEXAS 296 712 33 44

130 131 PAUL THORN TOUGH TIMES DON'T LAST 293 298 37 38

127 132 HEAVY HEAVY, THE FEEL 291 305 25 24

131 133 MATT AUSTIN & THE ACCUSED NEON DREAM 288 296 11 11

125 134 JACKSON RAY BACK TO FALL 288 311 16 17

146 135 LUMINEERS, THE SAME OLD SONG 283 219 31 25

138 136 JACK MASON IF SHE WAS A COUNTRY SONG 281 255 17 15

124 137 MATT DANIEL KEEPIN ME ALIVE 281 313 18 19

121 138 RANDY C MOORE A JIMMY BUFFETT SONG 279 326 23 27

129 139 RAY LAMONTAGNE AND THEY CALLED HER CALIFORNIA 278 299 30 31

NEW 140 JULIEN BAKER & TORRES SUGAR IN THE TANK 260 0 36 0

123 141 DWIGHT YOAKAM WIDE OPEN HEART 260 313 30 31

132 142 NATHANIEL RATELIFF & THE NIGHT SWEATS CALL ME (WHATEVER YOU LIKE) 256 286 36 32

228 143 MUMFORD & SONS RUSHMERE 249 66 28 13

108 144 J.R. HERRERA BAND FT. BRADY BLACK LUCKIEST KID IN TOWN 242 394 22 41

150 145 BLACKTOP BLOODLINE LOOK AT ME NOW 236 206 24 21

140 146 WARREN HAYNES THIS LIFE AS WE KNOW IT 230 252 27 29

135 147 PAIGE LEWIS FEELS LIKE HOME 227 271 20 22

147 148 TRAMPLED BY TURTLES FT. LEANN RIMES OUT OF TIME 224 217 23 23

144 149 LANCE WOOLIE TOO DRUNK 221 235 17 17

143 150 VINCE HATFIELD I'M GONNA LET YOU DOWN 212 237 14 14

149 151 A. WRIGHT OLD CLETUS 210 207 14 13

177 152 ROBIN ENGLISH GIVE 'EM HELL, KID 209 126 15 12

100 153 JASON JOBST TEXAS 200 426 16 40

151 154 CHUCK PROPHET FIRST CAME THE THUNDER 192 205 30 29

155 155 ROB BRAY COUNTRY DANCE CROWD 191 196 10 10

142 156 JASON EADY + TAYLOR HUNNICUTT BURN IT DOWN 177 250 29 34

152 157 JOSH MORNINGSTAR AS FAST AS SHE CAN GO 176 204 16 16

161 158 PHIL HAMILTON COYOTES AND TRAINS 176 169 12 12

137 159 NATE BURNHAM OUT OF SORTS 170 258 17 21

229 160 LARKIN POE EASY LOVE (PART ONE) 166 64 22 12

156 161 NOELINE HOFMANN LIGHTNING IN JULY (PRAIRIE FIRE) 165 189 18 18

159 162 AMYTHYST KIAH SILK AND PETALS 163 172 19 19

157 163 BENJAMIN TOD FT. SIERRA FERRELL ONE LAST TIME 161 179 17 16

164 164 TEDDY AND THE ROUGH RIDERS FAST LIVIN' 159 164 15 15

175 165 MJ LENDERMAN WRISTWATCH 151 129 23 22

190 166 GARY LOURIS GETTING OLDER 148 102 22 18

158 167 LILLY HIATT SHOULDN'T BE 146 175 15 16

173 168 KASHUS CULPEPPER AFTER ME? 145 144 18 18

280 169 SUNNY WAR CRY BABY 145 39 26 7

162 170 PARKER MCCOLLUM WHAT KINDA MAN 145 166 11 12

171 171 SHANE SMITH & THE SAINTS WHEELS 144 145 17 16
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Josh Weathers  
Treaty Oak Revival  
Aaron Watson  
Reckless Kelly  
The Wilder Blue  

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR  

Kaitlin Butts  
Wade Bowen  

Josh Ward  
William Clark Green  

The Great Divide  

female Artist Of The Year 
Kaitlin Butts  
Bri Bagwell  
Courtney Patton  
Bailey Rae  
Kat Hasty  

Kayla Rae
Paige Lewis

Holly Tucker
Jenni Dale Lord  
Kaitlyn Kohler

male Artist Of The Year 
Joey Green 
Jon Stork 
Mike Ryan  
Casey Donahew  
Rico Gonzalez  

Braxton Keith  
William Beckmann  

Case Hardin  
Grant Gilbert  
Kolby Cooper  

americana Artist Of The Year 
Flatland Cavalry  
Maggie Rose  
Uncle Lucius  
James Cook  
Nathaniel Rateliff & 
The Night Sweats  

Craig Cook & The 
Marauders 

The Devil Makes Three  
Joe Allen Christie  

JM Stevens  
Sour Bridges  



49 Winchester  
Reckless Kelly  
Kin Faux  
Treaty Oak Revival  
The Lowdown Drifters  

group OF THE YEAR  

Logan Ryan Band  
Shane Smith & The Saints  

The Great Divide  
The Band of Heathens  

Teague Brothers Band  

emerging female Artist Of The Year  

Payton Riley  
Sarah Hobbs  
Presley Haile  
Ashley Ewing  
Larissa Boyd  

Billie Jo Jones  
Kylie Frey  

Payton Howie  
Megan Urby  

Marcy Grace  

Emerging male Artist Of The Year  

Jesse Jennings  
Ryder Grimes  
Gabe Choate  
Kolby Cooper  
Caleb Young 

Austin Meade  
Hayden Haddock  
Tyler Halverson  

Dylan Wheeler  
Race Ricketts  

emerging group Of The Year 
Ghosts Of Hill County  
Calamity Jane's  
The Vintage Yell  
West Texas Exiles  
The Hattons  

The Powell Brothers  
Della Rose  

20 West 
September Moon 

Jason Scott & The High Heat  



Somewhere Down The Road - Josh 
Abbott Band  
Flyin'- Wade Bowen  
$10 Cowboy - Charley Crockett 
Under The Neon - Dusty Moats 
Flatland Forever - Flatland Cavalry  

country album OF THE YEAR  

Leavin'This Holler - 49 Winchester  
Heartbreak Motel - Kyle Garrett 

All Nighters - Kyle Park  
Western Soul - Bubba Bellin  

Cowboy Ride - Mojo Brothers Band  

Americana album Of The Year 
Drive & Cry - Emily Nenni  
Roadrunner - Kaitlin Butts  
Norther - Shane Smith & The Saints  
Leon - Leon Bridges  
Visions Of Dallas - Charley Crockett  

Hayes & The Heathens - Hayes Carll & 
The Band of Heathens  

Smoke & Stardust - Kendi Jean & Velvet 
Smokeshow  

Live From Ear Studio - Uncle Lucius  
Trail of Flowers - Sierra Ferell  

Ghost - Rich O'Toole  

single Of The Year 
My Kind Of Weathered - Kin Faux 
Poor Folk - Scotty Alexander  
Hunt You Down - Kaitlin Butts  
Heaven Shines Down On You - Sundance 
Head 
Anywhere But Here - Silverada  

The Rescue - Bri Bagwell  
Elle - Cody Canada & The Departed  

I Can Breathe Again - The Great Divide  
Had Me At Goodbye - Will Carter Band  

Sunshine - Deryl Dodd  

songwriter Of The Year 
Wade Bowen - Friday Night  
Dusty Moats - Under The Neon  
Bailey Hatton - Hell or High 
Water - The Hattons  
Hudson Westbrook - Two Way 
Drive  
Mike Ryan - Get Away With 
Anything  

David Adam Byrnes - More Afraid of 
Living  

Hayden Haddock - Front Porch In 
The Rain  

Kerri Lick - Old San Juan  
Kyle Park - Hill Country Home  
Matt Castillo - Pain & Sorrow  



Fort Worth Sound 
Yellow Dog Studios 
Steel Records Studio 
Rosewood Studios 
SugarHill Recording Studios  

studio OF THE YEAR  

Sonic Ranch  
East Austin Recording  

The Panhandle House  
Arlyn Studio  

Stormy Cooper Media  

country station Of The Year 

KFWR 95.9 The Ranch  
KJDL 105.3 The Red Dirt Rebel 
Texas Homegrown Radio  
KRVF 106.9 The Ranch  
KFTX 97.5 Real Country  

Texas Radio One 
Texas Thunder Radio  

Troubadour Country Radio  
KXOX 96.7  Sweetwater  

Sterling Country Radio  

americana station Of The Year 

KNBT 92.1 FM  
High Plains Public Library 89.5  
KHYI 95.3 FM  
KFAN-FM 107.9  
KNON FM 89.3  

KABT 101.7 FM  
KNRG 921.3 FM  
KDRP-FM 100.1  

KDRP-LP 103.1 FM  
KTSN 1060 AM  

on -air personality Of The Year 
Shayne Hollinger  
Jim Nash  
Elle in the Morning  
Courtney 
Cartwright  
Justin McClure  

Bob Cole  
Buzz Russell  

JR Rebel  
Crowman  

Lisa Christi  



Billy Bobs Texas  
Gruene Hall  
Rhinestone Saloon  
Tannahill's Tavern & 
Concert Hall  

Copper River Pueblo  

music venue OF THE YEAR  

John T Floore's Country Store  
Whitewater Amphitheater  

Lil Reds Longhorn Saloon  
Cheatham Street Warehouse  

Coupland Dancehall  

bar Of The Year 

Filthy Mcnasty's Saloon  
The White Elephant  
Magnolia Motor Lounge  
Broken Spoke  
Rodeo Exchange  

Hotel Turkey  
Blue Light Live  

Railhead BBQ Willow Park  

The Basement Bar  
The White Horse  

theater / sitting room Of The Year 

Double D BBQ  
Mule Barn  
ACL Live at The  
Moody Theater  

Granbury Live  
Texas Live Arena  

Love and War in Texas 
Texas Theater  

Bass Performance Hall  
Levitt Pavilion  

Whiskey Girl Saloon  

rusty weir fan favorite of the year 
ALLIE RAE  
ASHLEY EWING  
JESSE JENNINGS  
JM STEVENS  
JOSH WEATHERS  

LOGAN RYAN BAND  
RECKLESS KELLY  

THE HATTONS  
THE VINTAGE YELL  

RANDY BROWN  
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